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MERRICK GARLAND:
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE LIVE FROM DEATH ROW

Complications with the
Short vignettes sum up imnewly appointed Supreme
portant news leads.
Court Justice.
//Page 2
//Page 5

Hear from death row inmates and experts on
March 30.
//Page 8
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Auto-Driving Automobiles

More automakers are now offering cars with advanced-driver assistance systems, or ADAS. With the ADAS package for only $1,800, the
car will have lane-keeping assist, automatic braking and adaptive cruise
control. The Obama administration has proposed spending $4 billion to
speed up the production of advanced car technology.
Washington is now focusing more on technology that could save lives,
after spending a decade and billions of dollars focused on increasing fuel
efficiency. Safety advocates are really pushing to make ADAS a standard
feature on millions of light vehicles sold in the U.S. each year because
traffic fatalities jumped up 9% unexpectedly in 2015 during the first nine
months of the year compared to the same time the year before.
There are more car accidents and car related deaths in America because Americans have more distractions now. Drivers increasingly use
their smartphones while driving at high speeds.
Because of this new trend automakers are working hard to increase
autonomous technology. Tesla Motors Inc. has started on self-piloted features, while Daimler AG’s Mercedes-Benz is increasing ADAS across the
lineup. General Motors is planning to introduce a “Super Cruise” option
on Cadillacs next year.
Honda is even making a relatively cheap new Civic with the new
ADAS technology. The Honda Civic can do a 25 mile commute in Metro
Detroit with hands off the wheel and foot off the accelerator as long a
lane markings remain visible and another vehicle is in front of the car. A
camera is mounted on the rearview mirror to watch the road and the car’s
central nervous system tells it when to slow down, speed up, swerve, or
slam on the brakes.
Even with the new technology drivers should still drive safely and
not completely count on the vehicle to do all the work for them. Drivers
still need to be safe on the road as well by avoiding on-road distractions.
Don’t text and drive and don’t drink and drive.

Facebook Blacks out “Black Lives Matter”

Facebook Inc. Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg is furious with Facebook employees because they crossed out the phrase “black lives matter”
and replaced it with “all lives matter” on the company’s wall. Zuckerberg
had a word with his employees in a private Facebook post and said their
actions were malicious.
Zuckerberg said during a previous question and answer he told his
employees that this kind of behavior is unacceptable. That fact that they
continued the behavior after instructions to stop was very disappointing
to Mr. Zuckerberg.
He says that this incident was very hurtful and insensitive to the black
community and the Facebook community.
He wants everyone to have the freedom to express themselves through
Facebook posts and has never had rules says what people can and cannot
post. He expects everyone to treat each other with respect and is disappointed his own employees did not do this.

Atlas the Robot

The Boston Dynamics unit of Alphabet released a video showing footage of their new and improved humanoid robot Atlas. The video shows
researchers knocking boxes out of Atlas’s hands and him picking them
back up and the researchers knocking Atlas over and him getting back to
his feet all while walking through the snow.
The new Atlas is smaller than the previous Atlas standing at 5’9 opposed to 6 feet and weighs 180 pounds rather than 330 pounds. He also
does not have to be plugged in with a power cord, but runs on batteries.
New Atlas uses sensors in its legs and body to balance and lasers and
optical sensors to navigate and move around obstacles.
Their hope is to transition the device from the lab to the commercial
market. Atlas is predicted to be the end of manual labor not for companies, but for all of society. In ten to fifteen years they would like to have
these robots out and walking around. They hope you might see them
delivering pizzas, moving boxes and packages in your office or even
taking care of your kids needs like being fed, being put to bed, and diaper
changing.
The question is are you going to let a robot take care of your kids and
are these robots going to take over menial human jobs and leave people
out of work?

Mormon Missionary Survives Three Terror Attacks
Three Mormon missionaries were among the 200 injured in the recent
terror attack at the Brussels’ Airport. However for Elder Mason Wells of
Sandy, Utah, this was not his first encounter with terror. Wells himself
was present at the 2013 Boston marathon to watch his mother run when
shrapnel bombs were set off, and to top it off this past November Wells
was in Paris at the time of the terror attacks there. Only the recent attack
in Brussels did Wells sustain any injuries from and has underwent surgery to fix the damage done to his foot.

The Highway Snack Incident

In Florida this past week two trucks clashed resulting in a highway
covered with chips and beer, unfortunately there was no dip truck involved as well. Interstate 95 in Brevard County saw the two semis, one
carrying Busch beer and the other Frito-Lay products. Thankfully no one

//Nola.com

was hurt in the accident but it did cause both of the southbound lanes
of the highway to be closed for close to four hours. “You had Doritios
and Busch beer all over I-95. That’s like a Super Bowl commercial right
there,” Sergeant Kim Montes, spokeswoman for the Florida Highway
Patrol, said in a statement to NBC News. The real tragedy of this story
was that none of the snacks could be salvaged and had to be cleaned up
and promptly discarded.

Pass-Out Challenge Leaves 11 Year Old Dead

Da’Vorious Gray of South Carolina died while taking part in the “passout challenge,” a choking game that he came across on social media.
After being found by his family in a closet at their home he was rushed
to the hospital where he passed away. This so called “game” has been
around for a few years, the object of the game is for player to choke
themselves in order to obtain a high from the lack of oxygen. Searching
the game on YouTube brings up upwards of 270,000 videos of people
either plugging their mouths or allowing another person to cut off their
oxygen supply.

Wrong Number Visits Newborn In Hospital

Have you ever texted a wrong number? Have you ever done it while
trying to announce the birth of your newborn child? That’s exactly what
happened to Georgia couple Lindsey and Mark Lashley when they accidently included a wrong number in their group message. Mark’s mother
had sent his cousin’s old cell phone number that no longer belonged to
her and that’s where the mix up started. But Dennis Williams, the new
owner of the number decided instead of ignoring the message he decided
to visit the happy family. “Well I don’t know y’all but me and the boys
with be thru to take picture with the baby,” Williams texted back. The
couple found the response to be hilarious and soon enough Williams and
his brother showed up at the hospital bearing gifts for the newborn.
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Frozen Dead Guy Days
Kelli Catlin
Staff Reporter
rozen Dead Guy Days is
one of the most unique and
morbid festivals in Colorado. Each
year Nederland, Colo. hosts a three
day festival the second weekend
of March which celebrates the life,
and afterlife of Grandpa Bredo.
The festival
hosts more than
30 bands and
other unique
events like
coffin races,
costumed polar
plunging, frozen
t-shirt contests and much
more. This year
marked the 16th
anniversary of the festival.
The festival came about due to
some interesting town history of a
Norwegian resident. Bredo Morstoel died from a heart condition in
1989 in Norway and was prepared
for international travel. According to frozendeadguydays.org, the
deceased man was packed on ice
and shipped to Oakland, CA where
he was stored in liquid nitrogen for
nearly four years. In 1993 Morsoel
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was shipped to his daughter and
grandson who lived in the small
mountain town of Nederland, CO
and was stored in a shed for several
years.
Each month an Iceman delivers
1,600 pounds of dry ice and packs
it around Grandpa Bredo to keep
his tomb at a steady minus 60 degrees Fahrenheit.
Grandpa Bredo
has caused new
laws to be passed
to ensure that this
type of oddity will
not happen again.
The frozen resident has been preserved on ice for
//Huffington Post the last 27 years
and has gained
worldwide media attention.
Merchandise has even been
created to commemorate Grandpa
Bredo and his interesting legacy as
well as social media pages that the
public can follow for facts and information about the event. To learn
more about the festivities, fun and
freaky facts about the chilly Colorado citizen and the festival visit
http://frozendeadguydays.org/

Guardian Angel:
Little Mac

Gabrielle Ocaña
Staff Reporter

“M

om, I’ve just got a lot
going on in my head
right now. I’m going to take a
drive. I have my phone with me.
I’ll be home soon,” said Lakewood
senior and Regis basketball commit, Mackenzie Forrest.
This was the last thing the Forrest family was left with after their
daughter passed away due to a car
accident. On March 13, 2016 Lakewood senior
and Regis
commit,
Mackenzie
Forrest,
also known
as “Little
Mac,” died
after losing control
of her car
on Interstate-70.
Forrest was a rising star on the
basketball court being Lakewood’s
all-time leading scorer.
Her teammates said her spirit
and competitive drive is what made
her spirit so infectious. Her mother,

Denise Forrest, said, “[Mackenzie]
showed her happiness. She was
very passionate. She showed it
deeply.”
Sophomore guard Mary Sigler
was devastated by the news. “She
was the cutest girl. Her smile was
contagious. She came to all our
home basketball games and sat
behind the bench and then after the
games would come into the locker
room with us. She was already part
of our team and it’s sad to see that
we won’t be
able to play with
her. Everyone
was so excited
to see what she
would do for us
next year,” said
Sigler.
Lil’ Mac
touched the
hearts of many
Mackenzie Forrest not only at
//USA Today Lakewood but
also here at Regis and she will be remembered as
a positive spirit, student, teammate,
and daughter.
Rest in peace, Mackenzie Anne
Forrest.
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Men’s Suicide: Stop the Silence
Katie Klein
Staff Reporter
t is time to discuss a topic
rarely talked about: men’s
suicide. An issue that is often
swept under the rug, yet an issue
that should be a topic of conversation amongst all of us. Men die by
suicide 3.5 times more often than
women. (American Foundation for
Suicide Foundation). Although it is
not often discussed, it is extremely
imperative that we understand and
create awareness surrounding this
issue.
Dan Bilsker from BC Medical
Journal states that men’s suicide
is often referred to as a “silent
epidemic”. It is defined as this
because of its high mortality rate,
yet lack of public awareness and
knowledge surrounding the issue.
Bislker stated that middle-aged
Caucasian men have the highest
suicide rate of any group. According to Lisa Martin and Harold
Neighbors of the University of
Michigan and Derek Griffith of
Vanderbilt University, depression
in men can be seen in “different”
ways that do not involve crying,
sadness, and other symptoms one
might define as traditional. New
York-Presbyterian states that these

I

nontraditional symptoms include
anger, aggression, and irritability.
Many individuals know little
to nothing about this subject. But
what can we do to change this?
The first step is to create awareness. Knowledge is power, my
friends. Building awareness can
help implement preventive strategies as well as relay beneficial
information that may help you or
your loved ones overcome difficult
times.
Mantherapy.org is a great
website that offers tools that are
designed to help men with their
mental health. While working
towards a great cause, they also
provide humor and create a light
atmosphere through their main
character and therapist, Dr. Rich
Mahogany. Man Therapy provides
multiple resources and programs to
help put a stop to the suicide deaths
of men. If you are interesting in
learning more about men’s suicide
or have any questions surrounding
this issue, I recommend you visit this website. In order to lower
the alarming statistics concerning
men’s suicide, we must make a
pledge to talk about the subject
more. By creating awareness, we
can change this issue one step at a
time.

Politics
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Why Donald Trump Doesn’t Deserve Female Voters
Kerry Mullin
Staff Reporter
We have all heard the controversial, daunting voice of Donald
Trump, who has powered his
campaign with the fuel of hatred.
In his speeches, debates and advertisements, Trump has made
a distinctive effort to offend and
speak negatively toward Muslims,
African Americans, Hispanics, his
fellow candidates, and the media,
and he’s even gone so far as to
directly attack half of the American
voting population: women.
Women who plan to vote for
Trump must be looking past that
fact that he sees us as unequal,
objects of decoration, incompetent
and incapable beings who should
be used for nothing more than traditional gender roles and the sexual
needs of men. He will not fight for
us or protect our rights; in fact, he
plans on taking them away. He has
compared women to inanimate

objects, told female competitors on
“The Apprentice” that they must be
attractive to be successful, called
breastfeeding “disgusting”, and
blamed women in the military for
their own sexual assaults.
Donald Trump has continuously
attacked his Democratic competitor, Hillary Clinton, as well
as female journalists and government workers within the span of
his campaign. These attacks are
not an educated critique on their
opposing opinions or positions, but
immature remarks regarding their
physical bodies and sexual identities. On Clinton, Trump notably
retweeted, “If
Hillary Clinton
can’t satisfy
her husband,
what makes
her think she
can satisfy
America?” To
Arianna Huffington, report-

er and creator of the Huffington
Post, Trump remarked via Twitter,
“[Huffington] is unattractive both
inside and out. I fully understand
why her husband left her for a
man- he made a good decision.”
Trump’s misogynistic language
toward women is ignorant, abusive,
and evidential support that he will
continue to use his gendered privilege to succeed.
Recently, Trump continued his
attack on Fox News’ Megyn Kelly,
calling her a “bimbo,” “lightweight,”
and going so far as to suggest that
her menstrual cycle caused her to
ask demanding questions during a
Republican debate. “You could
see there was
blood coming
out of her eyes –
coming out of her
wherever,” Trump
said Trump then
refused to apologize, showing

his inability to recognize that being
outsmarted by a female is not a
side-effect of our natural hormonal
cycles.
Donald Trump does not stand
for women, especially those who
are more powerful than he. His
unapologetic, sexist language is
offensive, sadistic and uncivil. It is
proof that as a president, he will
not be able to keep up with the
developments women have made
in defining their rights domestically and internationally. For women
who will be entering the workforce
during the next president’s term,
electing Trump will only set us
back. A sexist president will not
help us keep or gain more rights.
It will not help us make equal pay,
or succeed as mothers, or be seen
under the law in the eye of fairness
and equality. Donald Trump is not
for women, and he does not deserve our votes.

//BusinessI

TRUMP vs. CLINTON
2016
Emily Barad
Staff Reporter
With the way polls have been going, Donald
Trump and Hillary Clinton will likely be the
2016 presidential Candidates. For this reason, it
is important to get an overview on where they
stand on issues concerning immigration, the
economy, and mass shootings.
Donald Trump is a republican and he has
been all over the news for making outrageous
statements, especially when it comes to immigration. Immigration has been an issue in
America since the beginning but the government has yet to find a solution. When BLANK
asks about this topic, Trump talks about building a wall on the border of Mexico and the
United States in order to keep immigrants out
of the country, plans to ban Syrian refugees,
and several other people from coming into
America. Clinton supports immigration because they keep America young and unique.
However, she thinks that border security needs
to be strengthened at the Mexico/American
and Canadian/American borders. According
to Clinton, another important aspect of immigration, is that it helps with the job shortages in
agriculture and other fields.
Another important issue for this election is
the economy. Trump thinks that America needs
to stop outsourcing jobs and stop raising minimum wage because competition is important in
business. Tearing down Union Walls is another
way the Trump plans to create completion in
the workforce. Clinton, on the other hand, is
concerned with the middle class and does not

//Huffington Post

//Alamy

think that the economy as it is now will benefit
anyone. The economy now creates consumers,
not citizens and that is why America is failing.
Clinton, like most democrats, wants to lower
taxes and raise minimum wage and pay back
America’s debt so the government can protect
the future.
Last but not least is the issue of mass shootings and the right to bare arms. Trump thinks
that mental health is more important than gun
//EllectWomen
control and starting to screen people who buy
guns will help stop mass shootings. Until then,
people should carry guns because guns will
help them to protect themselves and save lives.
Clinton thinks that the immunity given to gun
manufacturing, allowing them not to be sued
should be reversed and gun control activists see
her as an ally rather than an enemy. Tough gun
control laws keep guns away from the enemy.
Trump and Clinton are not polar opposites
in terms of their policies about the economy,
immigration, and gun control issues. Over the
last few monthspeople have talked about how
the policies of these two have not remained
consistent so it could be hard to predict what
//ABC News they would dWo in office. Everyone needs to
vote in this election, regardless of how you view
the candidates.
Sources:
•
"Hillary Clinton on the Issues." Hillary
Clinton on the Issues. Web. 23 Mar. 2016.
•
"Donald Trump on the Issues." Donald
Trump on the Issues. Web. 23 Mar. 2016.

//ABC News
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Supreme Court Nomination

Meredith Cooke
Staff Reporter
resident Obama nominated Merrick B. Garland, a
chief judge on the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia, for the vacant seat on
the Supreme Court. This seat was
left vacant by the sudden death of
Associate Justice Antonin Scalia, a
strict constructionist of the Constitution on the court's conservative
wing.
Garland is a 19 year veteran of
the DC Circuit, a position widely
viewed as
the second-most
powerful
in the
nation. He
graduated
summa cum
laude from
Harvard
College,
and magna
cum laude
from Harvard Law
School.
Throughout
Garland's career, he solidified a
reputation for moderation.
For example, in 2003 he held
an opinion that prohibited detainees being held in Guantanamo
Bay from seeking relief in civilian
courts, a decision he later reversed.
Additionally, in 2010, Tom Goldstein from SCOTUSBlog determined that during Judge Garland's
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time in the DC appellate court, he
rarely voted in favor of a convicted
criminal's appeal. Although he is
decidedly moderate, his record still
suggests that Judge Garland would
most likely still vote along side the
liberals of the court.
This aforementioned record for
moderation played a large role in
the President's decision to vet and
nominate him to the highest court
in the land considering this is his
last year in office, and many senate
conservatives are loudly protesting

the choice to still nominate someone.
The nomination of a judge that
is described by many as essentially
neutral is an attempt to box in any
of those numerous senate republicans who have come out and said
they will refuse any candidate
President Obama puts forward.
His reputation in Washington

is pristine, and Judge Garland is
well liked across party lines; his
nomination is essentially President
Obama daring Senate Republicans
to find a reason not to support his
nomination.
These protesters justify their
actions by saying that in the last
moments of a president's candidacy, the president should let the
people decide who will rule on
their Supreme Court, especially
right before an election cycle that
will most likely reshape the face
of politics in
the United
States.
Critics
of Senate
Republicans
say that
the American people
already used
their voice
and the
democratic process
when Barack
Obama was
elected president in 2008
//Washington Post and again in
2012.
Furthermore, supporters of the
President's choice to nominate
Judge Garland cite the constitution,
which explicitly states in Article
II, Section 2, Clause 2, otherwise
known as the Appointments clause,
that the President of the United
States can appoint public officials
with the consent of the U.S. Senate.

Check Here if You Have Had A
Criminal Conviction

Lucia Burson
Staff Reporter

A

new legislation was introduced this last week called
“Ban-the-Box Bill.” The Bill
would prevent employers from
having a box to check on their
applications asking about criminal
convictions.
Some businesses would be
exempt from doing so if the job
requires a background check. Also,
employers are still allowed to ask
during an interview about any
criminal convictions.
Although many are opposed of
the bill, including The National
Federation of Independent Business, because they do not believe
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that if a person checks the criminal
conviction box their resume will be
thrown out.

ney Beth McCann , who introduced
the bill said,"If you have the box,
the résumé goes right into the recycle bin, before someone
even has a chance.”
She hopes that this
will help people who
are coming out of our
prisons to find a job and
not fall back into a life
of crime.
If you are interested in
following this Bill and
other Bills check out the
Colorado Bill Tracker by
visiting:

//Asheville Blade

On the other hand Democratic
candidate for Denver district attor-

http://extras.denverpost.com/app/
bill-tracker/
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FBI vs Apple

James Samaras
Staff Reporter

T

he FBI and Apple continue
to battle as the Department
of Justice and technology giant
attract worldwide attention in what
is being called one of the most significant legal fights in recent tech
history. After the San Bernardino,
Calif., terrorist attack that killed 12
people, the FBI acquired the phone
of one of the alleged terrorists and
is now ordering Apple to decrypt
the iPhone in hopes of finding information that could possibly prevent future attacks. The FBI asked
Apple to create a new version of
the mobile iOS software that would
provide “backdoor” access into the
phone, bypassing its encryption.
The tech giant responded with a
letter to its customers, stating that
it “opposed this order” because the
“implications [are] far beyond the
legal case at hand.”
Apple argues the government’s
position, which seeks access to
private information, is well-intentioned, but could create a path for
illegal access to personal devices. In the letter, Apple claims the
“backdoor” does not currently
exist, and that creating it would
give anyone possessing it the
power to “to unlock any iPhone in
someone’s physical possession.”
Apple also stated, “the FBI may
use different words to describe
this tool, but make no mistake . . .
while the government may argue

that its use would be limited to this
case, there is no way to guarantee
such control, but the public appears
divided on the issue.”
According to a recent poll by the
Pew Research Center, 51 percent
of people side with the FBI while
38 percent agree with Apple’s
position and 11 percent refused
comment.
Dr. Vincent Wincelowicz,
former FBI chief of undercover
operations and Regis’s current
professor and chair of Behavioral
and Social Sciences in the College
of Contemporary Liberal Studies, emphasizes that the FBI must
apply for a court-issued warrant
when investigating situations like
these to ensure it does not overstep
its boundaries and infringe on the
constitutional rights of the citizens.
“If Apple does comply, the genie
will be out of the bottle and there
will be no way to stop the progress of deencryption of electronic
devices,” Dr. Wincelowicz states.
“The FBI knew a while back that
it was going to run into issues with
deencryption before the surge of
technological development began. This case is treading over the
delicate balance between personal
information and National Security.
There may be future cases that will
compel Apple or other tech companies to open devices, but I don’t
think this is the case.”

Ethan Lockshin
Staff Reporter
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Pot-Stock

of the changes in state laws allowing the use of medical marijuana,
GW Pharmaceuticals has stood out
tock soars 130 percent, and
“for its serious effort to develop
it’s just getting started. This
is not just any stock however, GW marijuana-derived medicines for
numerous diseases.”
Pharmaceuticals is one of the only
The company has been around
seriously “legitimate stocks in the
for
years, founded in 1998, and
highly hyped so-called pot-stock
is listed on Nasdaq. Sativex has
sector.
GW Pharmaceuticals is a British mainly been used to treat diseases
like epilepsy and multiple scleropharmaceutical company that is
sis. GW
recogPharmanized
ceuticals’ is
for its
reinforcing
various
their Episclerosis
dolex drug
treatment
is target
product
Dravet
Sativex,
syndrome,
nabixiwhich is
mols. On
a form of
March
childhood
14, 2016
//United Kingdom Cannabis Social Clubs epilepsy
GW
that affects
Pharmaceuticals reported that its cannabis babies before they reach their first
birthday.
related drug, Epidolex, reduces
“In the phase III trial reported
seizures for children that have a
on Monday, patients receiving
serious form of epilepsy. After the
Epidolex, a liquid formulation
company conducted and studied
of highly purified CBD extract,
a 120-patient trial, the company
released that the drug is successful. experienced a statistically significant median reduction in monthly
GW Pharmaceuticals stock rose
convulsive seizures of 39 percent
130 percent to $88.94. While the
compared with a reduction on plageneral consensus of society has
been against medical marijuana use cebo of 13 percent” according to
for a long period of history, the use Forbes and GW Pharmaceuticals.
These results are a pivotal moof cannabis related medicine is on
ment in history as this evidence
the rise all throughout the world.
supports the safety and effectiveWhile many publicly traded companies have tried to make the most ness in marijuana related pharmaceutics.

S

Bloody Grand: Sye’s Last March
Bernie Clark
Staff Reporter
ot only was Sye's final
music major showcase a
spectacle to behold, but the blood
literally ran from his furious fingers, splattering over the ivory.
This visceral image became a
metaphor for the evening. The ambitious set maintained raw power
with unflinching velocity.
The set showcased iconic pieces
of classical and jazz music. The
crown jewel of the evening marked
the transition between the two eras
of music - the epic Gershwin piece,
Rhapsody in Blue. Dallas Perrault's
sauntering clarinet introduced the
two pianos that play in tandem,
in a call and response style. Holly
Schommer perched on the second
piano behind Sye. The notes glided
back and forth between the two
pianists. They glanced over at one
another between phrases to coor-

N

dinate timing, their pianos racing
a grand gesture of churning emoparallel like British sports cars. The tion, ranging from exasperation to
passenger seats were occupied by
pure joy.
the page-turners, but in the flurry
While the evening centered

Sye Sharp performs in the recital hall in Peter Claver Hall.
//Natalie Scott

of the performance, Sye would often beat his companion to the page
turn creating an exciting tension.
Each flip of the paper amounted to

around Sye, the performance was
accompanied by a number of good
friends that I consider some of
Regis's finest musicians. The roster

included Jorge Palacios playing
the part of the of the stand-up bass,
donning a fedora and an impassioned scowl. Dan Costello, who
works in production for KRCX
made a brief appearance to lay
down the drums on a clever Latin rendition of my favorite jazz
standard, "All of Me." Ben Martinez, the production manager of
KRCX also played the drums for a
couple of numbers. With everyone
on stage at the end of the night, the
night could've been billed as Sye
Sharp and the KRCX house band.
With total conviction, Sye Sharp
breathes life into classical music
and with inspiring versatility he
embodies the spry playfulness that
jazz demands. Though the show
marked the end of Sye's undergraduate music career, we can be sure
that this is not his last waltz but the
beginning of the next movement in
his life as an accomplished musician.

March 29, 2016
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The Great Pacific Garbage Patch

Courtney Moynihan
Staff Reporter
arine pollution is a broad
topic, not only because
water occupies 71 percent of the
Earth’s surface, but because it
consists of many forms including
land-based sources, rivers and ship
pollution. As the scope of that discussion is large, this edition of my
column addresses marine pollution
within the North Pacific Gyre, specifically. A gyre is a giant, circular
current on the ocean’s surface.
There are five gyres in the world,
and the North Pacific Gyre (NPG)
is largest.
In 1997, while returning to
California after the Los Angeles-to-Hawaii Transpac sailing
race, Captain Charles J. Moore and
crew discovered in the NPG what
is now commonly referred to as
“The Great Pacific Garbage Patch”
or “The Pacific Trash Vortex.” The
NPG is the largest landfill in the
world, containing no less than 100
million tons of waste. Within this
trash vortex, waste accumulates in
two different “patches” – the Western Garbage Patch, located near
Japan, and the Eastern Garbage
Patch, located between Hawaii
and California. Trash accumulates
within the NPG’s two trash patches
because it is not biodegradable.
Amassed in this trash vortex are
ghost nets, various plastics like
bags, bottle caps, and water bottles, and Styrofoam cups. Much
of this plastic acts as a "chemical
sponge," absorbing many of the
most damaging pollutants found in
the world’s oceans. Persistent or-
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oomsday has come early,
or so the recent withdrawal from the Svalbard Global Seed
Vault would lead us to believe.
Currently home to more than
850,000 seeds from all corners of
the world and growing constantly,
the vault is often referred to as “the
Doomsday Vault.” According to
Crop Trust (the company that runs
the vault) Itshe intended purpose
is to be “the final backup” in case
of global catastrophe, according
to the Crop Trust, the company
that runs the vault.
On Oct.
19, 2015? International Center for
Agricultural Research in Dry Areas
(ICARDA) made the first withdrawal was made from the vault
since its construction in 2008 . The
withdrawal was made by the In-

D

ganic pollutants (POPs) are organic
compounds that are resistant to
environmental degradation through
chemical, biological and photolytic processes, and because of their
persistence, POPs bio-accumulate
with potential significant impacts
on human health and the environment.
Oceanic animals ingest these
highly toxic pollutants, which kill
more than a million animals each
year. It is believed that Loggerhead
sea turtles, for example, often mistake plastic bags for jellyfish (their
favorite
food),
while
albatross
mistake
plastic
pellets
for fish
eggs and
feed them
to their
young,
eventually
killing them of starvation or ruptured organs. And large marine
mammals, like seals, are at risk of
becoming entangled in abandoned
plastic fishing nets, causing them
to drown. This is a phenomenon
commonly referred to as “ghost
fishing.”
The massive trash vortices in
the NPG, then, have catastrophic
health outcomes for the food web
at large. As micro plastics and other trash collect on or near the surface of the ocean, they block sun-

light from reaching plankton and
algae below. Without plankton and
algae, animals that feed off them –
such as fish and turtles – will have
less food. This effect continues
up the food chain, depleting food
sources for apex predators such
as tuna, sharks and whales. All of
these creatures are instrumental to
a healthy ocean ecosystem.
What does these mean for us?
In my next article I examine some
of the short- and long-term implications for humanity. In advance
of my next column, please see the
groups to
the (left/
right/
below
DESIGN)
that are
working
to help
raise
awareness
about this
issue.
//Addison Callahan See you
at Courtney’s Conservation Column in two
weeks!
MARPOL:
-The International Convention
for the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships (MARPOL) was
adopted on 2 November 1973 at
IMO and covered pollution by oil,
chemicals, harmful substances in
packaged form, sewage and garbage
The MARPOL Convention
is the main international conven-

Seeds for Syria

ternational Center for Agricultural
Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA),
is a non-profit agricultural research
and development institute, originally located in Aleppo, but relocated
to Beirut in 2012 as a result of the
current Syrian Civil War.
The Svalbard Global Seed Vault
is located in the northern Norwegian islands, 810 miles from the
North Pole. The vault was originally conceived by Aan American
agricultural conservationist and the
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR).
originally conceived the vault. The
vault was originally conceived
by an American agricultural conservationist and the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR). Their intention was to preserve a wide variety
of plant seeds from gene banks

worldwide in an attempt to insure
against widespread agricultural
failure during large-scale regional
or international crises.
The Norwegian government
funded the entire The project’s 9
million dollar construction., costing about 9 million US dollars. ,
was funded entirely by the Norwegian government . Seed storage is
free to users as both the Norwegian
government and the Global Crop
Diversity Trust pay all the operational costs of the facility.
The vault itself is located inside
a mountain, at the highest latitude
reachable by scheduled flight. This
location is perfect to host the vault
as, in addition to beingsince it is
geologically stable and above sea
level to prevent flooding. Additionally,, the permafrost offers natural

tion covering the prevention of
pollution of the marine environment by ships from operational or
accidental causes. It is a combination of two treaties adopted in 1973
and 1978 respectively and updated
by amendments through the years.
ALGALITA Marine Research
Foundation: In 1994, Captain
Charles Moore founded Algalita. Initially, the organization’s
mission was to restore the disappearing kelp forests and improve
water quality along the California
coast by nurturing wetlands in the
region.
-Now, Algalita has lead over 11
expeditions in 5 oceans
-As well, Moore serves as the
science advisor to 5 Gyres.
-Alternatives to ocean dumping
that can be practiced by all include
recycling, producing less wasteful
products, saving energy and changing the dangerous material into
more benign waste.
PROJECT KAISEI – Founded in
2009 in San Francisco, California
-Project Kaisei was established
to focus on major ocean cleanup
and raise awareness regarding the
global problem of Marine debris
and ocean trash
-Since 2009 there have been 3
scientific voyages to the N. Pacific
Gyre as they attempt to understand
this polluted ecosystem in hopes
to uncover a potential solution
to solve the problem and make it
better for marine life.

freezing, allowing for a cost effective and fail-safe seed conservation
method.
The seeds ICARDA retrieved
from the vault amount to nearly
130 boxes of the 325 sent to the
vault during the lead up to the
current war ravaging Syria. The
requested seeds are intended to
replace those lost in gene banks
damaged by the war damaged
damaged by the war . ICARDA
sent nearly 80 percent of its total
seeds samples to the vault prior to
2014 and is now charged with the
mission of preserving and restoring
one of humanity’s most important
reservoirs of agricultural genetic lines including over 135,000
varieties of wheat, fava bean, lentil
and chickpea crops, and the world's
most valuable barley collection.
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CAMPUS EVENTS

Do You Even Denver?

T

his week we are going to explore outside of Denver and
escape to the mountains. Especially since one of the main reasons
students are attracted to Regis and
end up coming here is because the
university is within close vicinity
to the beautiful Rocky Mountains!
Have you ever been? If not, it is
time to get outta here and into
Summit County!
It’s fun going to a small school
in a big city. It is easy to stay
on campus and enjoy time with
friends, easy to make your way
downtown, and fairly easy to head

Brayden Weninger
Staff Reporter

S
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west to the
mountains
to engage in
some snow
sports or just
live simply
in a small,
mountain
town.
This past
weekend,
some friends
and I got
together to
drive to Copper and go
tubing. Copper Mountain
is about an

hour and a
half away,
but if you are
leaving in the
morning you
should take
into consideration the traffic, so definitely plug in
the aux cord
and make a
killer playlist! When
we finally got
Regis student ambassadors and prospective to Copper,
students tube at Copper Mountain. we checked
//Katy Kirk in at the front
and were the

only group signed up for the day.
In other words; we had the tubing
hill to ourselves! Tubing was just
like sledding, but on some serious
steroids…AND you can choose to
either go down the hill by yourself
or link up with your friends. After
the exhilarating morning spent
tubing, we went to Beau Jo’s Pizza
in Idaho Springs for an absolutely
delicious meal! Anyway, I highly
encourage each and every one of
you to get out of Denver and into
the mountains for a super cool, and
totally TUBULAR time.

Live from Death Row

ince taking Dr. Jim Bowlington’s Death Penalty in
the United States course last fall,
the many failings of our criminal
justice system have weighed heavily on the hearts of many students,
including Junior Peace and Justice
and Environmental Science Major,
Hayley Goncalves. Goncalves, a
volunteer advocate for the local

nonprofit organization, Coloradans for Alternatives to the Death
Penalty (CADP), said “capital
punishment is a broken system
and not one that can be fixed but
rather one that is inherently unjust
and can never work in our society.” Gonsalves hopes that through
her continued engagement with
anti-death penalty advocacy, she
can “continue to learn about these
issues and be an active voice for

[CADP].”
In an effort to bring increased
awareness to the injustices of the
death penalty, at 6:30pm on March
30, Goncalves will join the CADP
and Regis University as they host
an interactive event in the St. John
Francis Regis Chapel.
They will present a panel of
experts and a live call-in from
California death row inmate, Kevin

Cooper, to shed light on the reality
of the death penalty and its impact
on those who are closely affected
by it personally and professionally. Featured speakers will include
Cooper, a Florida death row exoneree, and a member of Richard
Glossip’s appeals team. Admission
is free and all are welcome to
attend!

